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l. Introduction

As parl of the nationr.l'ide celebration of Janajati.va Gaurav Pakh*'ada2CI25" the School of
Agriculture, GIET University. organised two si gni Ii cant pro grarrmes :

Tribal Agrientrepreneurship Meet & Tribal Capacity Building Programme on 12

November 2A25.

This programme aimed at strengthening farmer-scientist-starlup linkages and empowering
tritral farmers especially \\'olnen through knowledge sharing. skill development, and exposure

to entrepreneuriai opportunities. The events were jointly conducted lr,ith ICAR-Central
Institute for Wbmen in Agriculture (CIWA).

Highlights of the Event

. Dr. I)evdas addressed the irnporlance of linking farmei's u,ith innovative agri-startups.

. Dr. Lakshmipriya Sahu delivered an inspiring talk encouraging rvomen farmers and
agri-entrepreneurs to adopt new technologies.

. Representatives flom NGOs and SHGs discussed ground-level challenges and
opportunities for entrepreneurship.

. Dr. Rajeswari Das shared insights on sustainable agricultural innovations and startup-
led soiutions.

2. Inaugural Session and Dignitary Participation

The programme was srnoothly coordinated by Mrs. Sucharita Panda, Assistant Professor,
School of Agriculture and she welcomed all the dignitaries and participants to grace the event.

'fhe programines were graced by eminent personalities rvhose presence greatly enriched the
proceedings:



a Dr. tr/. S. Devdas, Dean. School of Agriculture. delivered the inaugural remarks.

highlighting the university's comrnitment to promoting agricultriral innovation, starlup
engagement, ancl trrbal ernpou,erment.

Dr. Lakshmipriya Sahu" Senior Scientist, iCAR-CIWA, pror,ided expefi insights on

womenrled technology adoption, community mobilisation. anC CI\l,,+'s continued

support to the region.

Dr: Itajeswari Das. Director'. Vrikshaa Sampanna Agrocare Prt. Ltd.. shaieil her

expertise in sustainable soil and crop care teshnologies, motir.ating )'outh and women
to explore agrientrepreneurial pathways.

Shri P. Venugopal. Programme Coordinator ASHA NGO, discussed community-
driven development models and highlighted the importance of NGO linkages in
strengthening tribal livelihoods.

a

a

a

. Mrs. Ranjita Pattanayak, Head of Sai Samruddhi SHG. shared experiences on SHG-
led enterprises and encouraged collective action among rurai w'omen.

Their contributions played a pivotal role in shaping the technical sessions and interactive
disc ussions that fol lon'ed.

3. Tribal Agri-entrepreneurship Meet & Capacity Building Programme

Organised under the theme of Tribal Capacity Building. this programme aimed at uplilling
tribal farmers and rural SHGs by providing hands-on knorvledge and encouraging
entrepreneurial thinking.

Stakeholders participated :

1. Vrikshaa Sampanna Agrocare Pvt. Ltri.. Gunupur

2. Farmer Producer Organisation (F'PO), Gunupur

-1. ASH,{NGO. Gunupur

4. Sai Samruddhi SHC

5. SAI Baibhav SHG

6. Subarna SHG

7. Mandakini SHG

8. N,{a'ain Mangala SHG

9. Om Sai SHG

Sessions included training on value addition, startup opporfunities, market linkages, organic-
based technologies, and group-based entrepreneurial models. The presence and guidance of Dr.
Lakshmipriya Sahu, Shri P, Venugopal, and Mrs. Ranjita Pattanayakplayed avital role in
encouraging active participation from tribal women and youths.



4. lnteractive Sessions and Demonstrations

Thror"rghout both days, technical demonstrations. success stories, and starlup displal,s were
organised. Faculty members of GIET Universitl', along with CIWA representatives. interacted
with paticipants to address freld-level challenges and offer solutions.

The contribution of Dr. Rajeswari Das in demonstrating sustainable agricultural inputs. and
the motivational interactions facilitated by Dr. V. S. Devdas and Dr. Lakshmipriya Sahu.
created a highly engaging learning environment.

The event cclncluded with a vote of thanks delivered bv Dr. suman G. sahu.

5. 0utcomes of the Programme

. Strengthened collaboration between farmers. scientists. NGOs, SHGs. and startups.

. Enhanced technical and entrepreneurial awareness among tribal rvomen and -vouth.

. Exposure to innovatirre agricultural solutions, value-addition opportunities, and market-
oriented approaches.

" Formation of potential linkages for future training, demonstrations, and
entrepreneurship promotion.

. Reinfbrcement of GIET University's role as a regional centre for agricultural
knou,ledge and rural development.

7. Conclusion

This programne w?s a significant milestone in prornoting agricultural entrepreneurship and
tribal empowerment in the region. The meaningful contributions of Dr. V. S. Devdas. Dr.
Lakshmipriya Sahu.Ilr. Rajeswari Das. Shri P. Venugopal. and Mrs. Ranjita Pattanayak
pror ided strong leadership and inspiration to the participants.

The combined efforts of GIET University and ICAR-CI\IA successfully created a plattbr"m fbr
knowLedge exchange, capacity building, and empor.verment-perfbctly aligning with the spirit
of Janajatiya Gaurav Pakhwad a 2025.
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Glimpse of TribalAgri-entrerlreneurship Meet & Capacity Building Programme

orsanised bv School of Asriculture, GIET Universitu in collaboration with ICAR-CIWA

..,,:e , i
-k 

i

:,

6i
*
Ai

$6
c

:'l

'.,, 
F,*r,

i

ffi



Tribal Agri-entrepreneurship Meet & Tribal 

Capacity Building Programme 

School of Agriculture (ICAR ACCREDITED), GIET University 
In Collaboration with 

ICAR-CIWA, Bhubaneswar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Talk on Women-led 

Technology adoption, community mobilisation by 

Dr. Lakshmipriya Sahu, Senior Scientist, ICAR-CIWA  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Talk on importance of Community-driven 

Development models and NGOs by 

Shri P. Venugopal, Programme Coordinator, ASHA NGO, 

Expert Talk by 

Mrs. Ranjita Pattanayak, Head of Sai Samruddhi SHG 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Gunupur by 

Dr. Lakshmipriya Sahu, Senior Scientist, ICAR-CIWA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


